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Underage Drinking Parties
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Status of Alcohol Policy Development in 
the United States - Generally

• Lack of leadership at the national level
� Many reports (e.g., IOM Report, Surgeon General Cal l 

to Action) but no follow up. Does 21 mean 21?

• Limited leadership at state level
� State Attorneys General are becoming increasingly 

active (e.g., recent AED activities)

� State legislatures and administrations generally no t 
active (in California, we were told “already on boo ks”)

� Extremely limited number of tools in the toolbox
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• Leadership, innovation, and social 
change is coming at the local level
� Local political leaders
� Law enforcement agencies

� Community coalitions

� Local health, safety, and educational agencies

� Youth groups

Status of Alcohol Policy Development in 
the United States – Shift to Local
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- The situation in the Ojai Valley
- Overdose deaths and near-deaths
- Focus on Rx drugs and Oxicontin

• The situation in City of Fillmore
• Shooting at party on ranch land
• Local leaders, victims mother astonished

Both small rural towns, both IPS connected
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We also knew there were some problems in San Diego

where a criminal version of Host Liability had started-

• Burden of proof to make criminal convictions

• Time, resources and costs of prosecution  

• “Over-zealous” application of criminal host penalties 
created legal challenge to use of San Diego law
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Criminal versus Civil Liability

• Criminal host laws in some 20 states, 
including so-called “adults permitting” and 
“Open House Party” laws  

• There are also State Civil liability laws, 
holding social hosts responsible for injuries 
to third parties, either by statutes or common 
law negligence principles

• Our Desired Approach: LOCAL, CIVIL, FINE 
FOR HOST WITH COST RECOVERY
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POSITIONING FOR POLICY CHANGE

• Local quantitative data

• Local qualitative information

• Beginning to ‘sell’ Social Host LOCALLY

• SEE ‘ONE-PAGER’ on UA/B D

So let’s say you actually want change..
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The younger the offender, the more likely it is there place of last 
drink was a private home. 

78.3% of 18 year olds and 72.9% of 19 year olds who were 

arrested and convicted of DUI were drinking at a private home
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Private homes 
are the settings 
most frequently 
identified as the 
“place of last 
drink” among 
young DUI 
offenders in 
Ventura County .

“Data Leads Leaders, So Lead with the Data”
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• Almost two-thirds of young people 

were binge drinking prior to DUI
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•About 20% report 

consuming 11 

drinks or more 

prior to arrest

•More than 25%

w/ Blood Alcohol 

Concentration of 

twice legal limit 

or more
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Home parties consistently settings of high risk 

28.6% of adults aged 25 and younger have 

engaged in binge drinking in their own home, 

and 45.2% report having binged in someone 

else’s home .

Anecdotally, reports of large, unruly parties in 

residential areas, with significant effects on 

neighborhoods
• Disturbances, arguments, fights and stabbings

• Property damage, vandalism, and sexual assaults
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LOCAL RESEARCH/DATA COMBINED 
WITH GRASSROOTS COALITION BASE

• This is the ‘Killer Combination’

• Forms foundation for ‘campaign’ view

• But campaigns need DIRECTION and 
MANAGEMENT

• Hence: Intentional Organizing
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Law Enforcement 
Collaborative

Municipal 
Collaborative

Higher Education 
Collaborative

Community Coalitions

- All Contract Cities (5)

-All non-Sheriff cities (5)

-Each campus police 
department

-State Dept. of ABC

Ten Cities: Camarillo, 
Fillmore, Moorpark, Ojai, 
Oxnard, Port Hueneme, 
Santa Paula, Simi Valley, 
Thousand Oaks, Ventura

County: Unincorporated Area

- Cal State Channel Islands

- California Lutheran

- Moorpark College

- Oxnard College

- Ventura College

Policy and Advocacy Coordination with funded and non-funded Community Coalitions
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National Experts -
Jim Mosher

• Explains logic of policy work

• Highlighting research and local 
powers (locals can!)

IPS – Institute for Public Strategies

• Technical Assist with stakeholders, 
and media campaign planning 
(You can do it, we can help!)
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POLICY TOOL – MODEL ORDINANCE
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SELLING THE IDEA OF HOST ACCOUNTABILITY
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Coalitions Move Agenda when EQUIPPED



Getting Together: Municipal 
Alcohol Strategy Supports

Co-hosted by The City of Ojai

and

The City of San Buenaventura
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Local Leadership
Supervisor Kathy Long

• Welcomed policy makers 
and leaders

• Endorsed VCL approach

• Committed to action



BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE VENTURA COUNTY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

• Dan Hicks explains 
the goals of VCL 
Encourages cities 
to learn from each 
other and study 
Model Ordinance
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Crucial Role of Law Enforcement

• Chief Geoff Dean 
discussed local needs 
and resources

• Emphasizing:
• New policies

• Enforcement power

• Local coalitions

• Collaboration
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• Learning format with local cop credibility

• Well-planned for sharing – safety in numbers
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Social Host in Context of Other Policies
• New Local Powers for retail compliance

• Show balance, focus on needs assessment findings



Refer to County of Ventura policy pack
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