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SOME MISCONCEPTIONS
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• That National and State trends were a major factor in 

moving along the local policy agenda;

• That Social Host law adoption process was essentially 

“top-down” as opposed to grassroots or “bottom-up”

• That our focus was on drinking behavior itself, and direct 

harms to youthful binge drinkers (e.g., alcohol poisoning)

• That we would hold kids accountable for problems;  

• That our “slick ad agency materials” really did the trick



THE REALITY IS…
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• Local research moved the agenda, with the two smallest 

communities in our county adopting laws first

• There was extensive community coalition work, with 

technical assistance to first work “BOTTOM-UP”

• Based on a survey of public opinion to gauge support for 

policy options, we focused on secondhand effects

• We meant to hold ADULTS and YOUTH accountable for 

circumstances and conditions that lead to tragedy

• Materials are professional, but two-page xerox sheet and 

authentic, prepared spokespeople made the difference



PROJECT PHASES (hybrid CMCA and IPS Model)

1. Needs and Resource Assessment 

Use local data and experience to describe the nature 

and extent of these problems (2004–05)

Place of Last Drink Survey, RDD Telephone Survey,    

LE Statistics, Youth Focus groups, HS student surveys

2. Policy Implementation and Enforcement

Use community collaborations and partnership to 

ensure that new policies are used (2005–present) 

and well-publicized
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PROJECT RESULTS

New policies adopted and enforced, by local priority

- Home parties with underage drinking

- Retail alcohol sales and service practices

- Special events and community festivals

Civil Social Host Laws in ALL jurisdictions! ( focus today )

- Fines ranging from $500 to $2,500 first offense

- New realities for adults, cops and kids

LOCAL data, LOCAL partnerships, with LOCAL laws and 

enforcement, to change LOCAL NORMS …using 

Federal/State money over a four year period
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Prevention Model - IPS



NATURE AND EXTENT OF PROBLEM

Binge drinking among Ventura County youth 
starts early .

High school binge drinking self-report: 

• 14% of 9th graders and 

• 27% of 11th graders report heavy drinking episodes .*

Young people also report impaired driving and 
riding with drunken drivers . 
• 43% of 7th graders, 

• 24% of 9th graders and 

• 34% of 12th graders 

have driven when drinking alcohol or ridden in a car driven 
by a friend who had been drinking.*

*These rates significantly higher (by 5%–8%) than statewide rates.
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NATURE AND EXTENT OF PROBLEM

Among survey respondents who consume alcohol, 42.0% of 
those 25 years of age and younger report binge drinking 
in the last thirty days, compared to 14.5% of those 
26 years of age and older.
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Young adults in 
Ventura County 
engage in heavy 
drinking at 
almost three 
times the rate 
of older adults .

Source: SSRC, RDD 

Telephone Survey VC



NATURE AND EXTENT OF PROBLEM

The younger the offender, the more likely it is there 
place of last drink was a private home. 78.3% of 
18 year olds and 72.9% of 19 year olds who were 
arrested and convicted of DUI were drinking at a 
private residence or home party.  
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Private homes 
are the settings 
most frequently 
identified as the 
“place of last 
drink” among 
young DUI 
offenders in 
Ventura County .



NATURE AND EXTENT OF PROBLEM

• Almost two-thirds of young people were binge 

drinking prior to DUI
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•About 20%

report consuming 

11 drinks or 

more prior to 

arrest

•More than 25%

w/ Blood Alcohol 

Concentration of 

twice legal limit 

or more



NATURE AND EXTENT OF PROBLEM

Home parties consistently appear as settings of 

high risk to youth . 

28.6% of adults aged 25 and younger have engaged in 

binge drinking in their own home, and 45.2% report 

having binged in someone else’s home.

Anecdotally, reports of large, unruly parties in residential 

areas, with significant effects on neighborhoods

• Disturbances, arguments, fights and stabbings

• Property damage, vandalism, and sexual assaults
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POLICY TOOL – MODEL ORDINANCE
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POLICY OBJECTIVE: HOST LIABILITY LAWS

WORKING WITH LOCAL COALITIONS, ESPECIALLY 

OJAI VALLEY, WE KNEW WHAT WE WANTED:

• Local laws to hold party hosts liable

• Enforceable civil/nuisance penalties 

• Strong enforcement, all jurisdictions

…Enter Gary Pentis and Geoff Dean
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SELLING THE IDEA OF HOST ACCOUNTABILITY
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We knew the problem, how do we “sell” SHO solution?

• We formed a partnership to help persuade diverse groups 

to support Social Host enforcement.  

• Needed to convince:

*Elected officials

*Cops   

*The Community



SELLING THE IDEA OF HOST ACCOUNTABILITY
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TORCH BEARERS

• Developed talking points for the Elected Officials, Police, 

the Community  and  Youth (as advocates)

• Sexual assaults

• Repeated response with no resolution

• Limit access w/no additional rights for the police

• Save lives, protect youth well-being



SELLING THE IDEA OF HOST ACCOUNTABILITY
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Criminal versus Civil Liability

• Criminal host laws in some 20 states, including so-called 

“adults permitting” and “Open House Party” laws  

• There are also State Civil liability laws, holding social 

hosts responsible for injuries to third parties, either by 

statutes or common law negligence principles

• Our Approach: LOCAL, CIVIL, FINE, COST RECOVERY

• Administrative Citation issued by Local Law Enforcement



SELLING THE IDEA OF HOST ACCOUNTABILITY
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POLICY GOAL – HOME PARTIES
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OjaiOjai

FillmoreFillmore

Santa PaulaSanta Paula

Thousand 
Oaks

Thousand 
Oaks

Simi ValleySimi ValleyMoorparkMoorpark

CamarilloCamarillo

VenturaVentura

OxnardOxnard

Port 
Hueneme

Port 
Hueneme

ALL JURISDICTIONS!

Unincorporated AreaUnincorporated Area

Ventura
County



POLICY GOAL – SOCIAL HOST LAWS ACROSS COUNTY
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•Administration and Collections
•Operational Policy



ENFORCEMENT BEGINS – THE WORD GETS OUT
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PRINT MEDIA – SOCIAL HOST
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PRINT MEDIA – SOCIAL HOST
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PRINT MEDIA – SOCIAL HOST

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE ALCOHOL AND DRUG PREVENTION DIVISION OF VENTURA COUNTY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH



PRINT MEDIA – SOCIAL HOST
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ONLINE MEDIA – SOCIAL HOST
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LOCALIZED MESSAGING
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EXPANDED, ENGAGING WEBSITE
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POLICY GOAL – ENFORCEMENT BEGINS
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• Age range 17–73  
• Over 70% were 

between 17–25 
years old

• Majority males 
(64%)

• Almost 15% have 
documented 
history of party 
calls (contact with 
police) 

• Party size ranged 
from 3 to over 
300 attendees

�

�

��

��

��

��

��

���	�
���	 ���
���� ���
���� ���
���� ����

��	
���




SIZE OF PARTY

Total of 102 persons cited in first 18 months



HOW IS IT WORKING?

Social Host laws have been enforced hundreds of 

times across the county.

We want meaningful consequences to be known as 

“the rule, not the exception.”
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“It is important to note that the 
success of the Social Host 
Ordinance is connected to the fact 
that it is embraced by every 
jurisdiction in Ventura County.”


